
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please remember to place your offering for the work of the Lord at Emanuel 

in the offering plate as you leave. 
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†   Reformation Day   † 
October 24, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER ~ To the consternation of His opponents, Jesus announced that 

those who abide in His Word know the truth, which sets them free. And the truth, Paul 

points out in the Epistle, is that God has declared us justified, not guilty under His Law, 

because of His gracious gift of faith in Christ. That gift frees us from fearing God’s 

righteous wrath; we are confident that the Lord of hosts is with us. Sure of His presence 

and protection, we need not fear the forces of nature, the conflicts of people and nations, 

and the wiles of the devil. Rather, in all that we think, say, and do, we are free to 

respond to the angelic invitation we hear today: “fear God and give Him glory . . . and 

worship Him who made heaven and earth” (Revelation 14:7). 
 

WELCOME 
 

♪ OPENING HYMN                        Lift High the Cross                     LSB 837 
 

INVOCATION  

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
    (Psalm 46:1a, 2a; Romans 3:23–24a; John 8:31b–32; Psalm 46:4, 7, 11) 
 

Pastor:  God is our refuge and strength; 

People: therefore we will not fear. 
 

Pastor:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

People: and are justified by His grace as a gift. 
 

Pastor:  If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples, 

People: and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 

Pastor:  Lord of hosts, 

People: hear our confession of sins and grant us Your mercy and  

  forgiveness. We have not trusted in Your promised protection and 

  strength but have looked elsewhere for help and refuge. You alone 

  have provided the remedy for that which truly causes our  

  separation, troubles, and death. For the sake of Christ, Your Son, 

  our Redeemer, grant us forgiveness and deliverance from all that 

  would keep us from Your present help. We ask it in the name of 

  Jesus. 
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Pastor:  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy  

  habitation of the Most High. Because that river of grace and power has 

  flowed over us in our Baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, 

  in spite of our fear, the Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 

  fortress. 
 

  By grace God has created each of us and everything that exists, and in 

  the person of His Son entered our history and paid for our every sin and 

  sin itself. In Christ’s resurrection, God’s promises have been made sure. 

  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I  

  therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. The Lord of hosts is with us! The God of Jacob is our  

  fortress! 

 

SALUTATION  

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.               (Ruth 2:4) 

People: And also with you.               (Luke 1:28) 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 

people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us 

in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your 

Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING               Revelation 14:6-7 (ESV) 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim 

to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he 

said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment 

has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 

water.”            
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING            Romans 3:19-28 (ESV) 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 

that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 

God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God 

through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It 

was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 

justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a 

law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith 

apart from works of the law. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.    

 
GOSPEL LESSON            John 8:31-36 (ESV) 
31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are 

truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They 

answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 

How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is 

a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
♪  HYMN OF THE DAY                 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God               LSB 656 

 
SERMON      Through the Perspective of a Slave            John 8:31-36 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH - THE APOSTLES CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  

From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life † everlasting.  

Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF CATECHISMS TO OUR 5TH GRADE MEMBERS  

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 
LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom  come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 
♪  CLOSING HYMN     Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word            LSB 655  

 

 

 

 

              


