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†   The First Sunday in Advent   † 
Divine Service IV with Communion – LSB page 203 

 

WELCOME to those visiting us this Lord’s Day.  It is our joy to have you worshipping 

with us.  We invite you to come again and worship the Lord. 

 

FELLOWSHIP DIRECTORY (Everyone, please sign in! If you are a guest today, 

please include your address and zip code so that we may acknowledge your visit.) 

 

AS WE GATHER ~ Advent is a season for us to grow in hope. We gather amid a world 

that in many ways seems hopeless. Extremists on both ends of the political spectrum 

seem to control almost everything we hear, read, and see. Deep divisions over race, 

politics, and economics loom over us like a dark storm cloud. How can the Church 

possibly make a difference in all of this? Today’s Readings acknowledge the distress and 

fear that the world’s foundations are being shaken. And right in the middle of it all, there 

is hope. Jesus says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” 

(Luke 21:33). The prophet Jeremiah declares God’s promise to restore His people and all 

creation. If we were left to ourselves, there would be little room for such hope. But God 

does not leave us alone. By His Word and Sacraments, God establishes our hearts and 

prepares us for Jesus’ coming final restoration. Until that day, we wait, we pray, we hope. 

 

PRELUDE             Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates (Behnke) 

 

GREETING AND RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

♪ OPENING HYMN             Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates           LSB 341 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise your joyful songs of praise. 
 

A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise your grateful hymns of praise. 
 

How blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes to whom this King in triumph comes! 

2 

The cloudless sun of joy is He who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise. 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in and new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise for word and deed and grace! 
 

Redeemer, come and open wide my heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame we offer to Thy name. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION ~ Page 203   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.                 (Matthew 28:19) 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth.        (Psalm 124:8) 
 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.   (Psalm 130:3-4) 
 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, 

and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

People: Amen.                  (John 20:19-23) 
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INTROIT FOR THE DAY   

Pastor: Behold, you king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.  (Zech. 9:9b) 
 

Pastor: Who in the skies can be compared to the Lord? 

People: Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord? 
 

Pastor: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; 

People: steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 
 

Pastor: Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, 

People: who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face, 
 

Pastor: who exult in your name all the day 

People: and in your righteousness are exalted. 
 

Pastor: For our shield belongs to the Lord, 

People: our king to the Holy One of Israel.                                     (Psalm 89:6, 14-16, 18) 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in  

  the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor: Behold, you king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.  (Zech. 9:9b) 

 

♪ KYRIE ~ Page 204  

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.              (Mark 10:47) 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY   

Pastor: The Lord be with you.              (Ruth 2:4) 

People: And also with you.            (Luke 1:28) 

Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection  

  we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your  

  mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy  

  Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                   Jeremiah 33:14-16 (ESV) 
14“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 

to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause 

a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness 

in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And 

this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING                       1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 (ESV) 

 9What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for 

your sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you 

face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 

 11Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to 

you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 

all, as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 

our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

♪ ALLELUIA and VERSE ~ Page 205                                                             (John 20:31) 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, these things are written that you may believe  

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL READING                                             Luke 19:28-40 (ESV) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

28When [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When 

he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of 

the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will 

find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone 

asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32So 

those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33And as they were 

untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34And they 

said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks 

on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the 

road. 37As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the 

whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all 

the mighty works that they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39And some of the Pharisees 

in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if 

these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



5 

♪ HYMN OF THE DAY         Savior of the Nations, Come                    LSB 332 

Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

Not by human flesh and blood, by the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh – woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 
 

Here a maid was found with child, yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne. 
 

Then stepped forth the Lord of all from His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began. 
 

God the Father was His source, back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, back then to His throne and crown. 
 

For You are the Father’s Son who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole all our ills of flesh and soul. 
 

From the manger newborn light shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; in this light faith now abides. 
 

Glory to the Father sing, glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be now and through eternity. 

 

SERMON     God Fulfills His Promises        Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

THE NICENE CREED ~ Page 206   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds  from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life † of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                        (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

 

           We welcome the opportunity to explain what we believe, teach and confess  

    regarding the Lord’s Supper. In order not to impose those beliefs on you, 

                   we ask that if you are not a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,           

            you would speak with a Pastor before receiving Holy Communion. 

 

PREFACE ~ Page 208   

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right and salutary…..evermore praising you and saying: 

 

♪  SANCTUS ~ Page 208   

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored: 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING ~ Page 209   

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life.   
 

In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to 

proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.   
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With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body 

and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so 

proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.   
 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER ~ Page 209                        (Matthew 6:9-13) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD ~ Page 209  

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and, 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said:  

“Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you.  Do this in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

   In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given  

thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

PAX DOMINI ~ Page 209   

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.             (John 20:19) 

 

♪ AGNUS DEI ~ Page 210   

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, and grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.      (John 1:29) 

 

♪ DISTRIBUTION    O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                              LSB 334 

O Lord, how shall I meet You, how welcome You aright? 

Your people long to greet You, my hope, my heart’s delight! 
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O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast 

To do in spirit lowly all that may please You best. 
 

Your Zion strews before You green boughs and fairest palms; 

And I too will adore You with joyous songs and psalms. 

My heart shall bloom forever for You with praises new 

And from Your name shall never withhold the honor due. 
 

I lay in fetters, groaning; You came to set me free. 

I stood, by shame bemoaning; You came to honor me. 

A glorious crown You give me, a treasure safe on high 

That will not fail or leave me as earthly riches fly. 
 

Love caused Your incarnation; love brought You down to me. 

Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty. 

Oh, love beyond all telling, that led You to embrace 

In love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race. 
 

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring the peace of sins forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing eternal life in heav’n. 
 

He comes to judge the nations, a terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations and blessed hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, and guide us safely home. 

 

     O Bride of Christ, Rejoice                                      LSB 335 

O bride of Christ, rejoice; exultant raise thy voice 

To hail the day of glory foretold in sacred story. 
 

Refrain: Hosanna, praise, and glory! Our King, we bow before Thee. 
 

Let shouts of gladness rise triumphant to the skies. 

Now comes the King most glorious to reign o’er all victorious.  Refrain 
 

A humble beast He rides, yet as a King presides; 

Though not arrayed in splendor, He makes the grave surrender.   Refrain 
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The weak and timid find how meek He is and kind; 

To them He gives a treasure of bliss beyond all measure.   Refrain 
 

Then go thy Lord to meet; strew palm leaves at His feet; 

Thy garments spread before Him and honor and adore Him.   Refrain 

 

     Once He Came in Blessing                                     LSB 333 

Once He came in blessing, all our sins redressing;  

Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy; 

Bore the cross to save us; hope and freedom gave us. 
 

Now He gently leads us; with Himself He feeds us 

Precious food from heaven, pledge of peace here given, 

Manna that will nourish souls that they may flourish. 
 

Soon will come that hour when with mighty power 

Christ will come in splendor and will judgment render, 

With the faithful sharing joy beyond comparing. 
 

Come, then, O Lord Jesus, from our sins release us. 

Keep our hearts believing, that we, grace receiving, 

Ever may confess You till in heav’n we bless You. 

 

BLESSING ~ Page 210   

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in  

  body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart † in peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

♪ NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Page 211   

O Lord, now let Your servant depart in heav’nly peace,  

For I have seen the glory of Your redeeming grace:  

A light to lead the Gentiles unto Your holy hill, 

The glory of Your people, Your chosen Israel. 
 

All glory to the Father, all glory to the Son,  

All glory to the Spirit, forever Three in One; 

For as in the beginning, is now, shall ever be,  

God’s triune name resounding through all eternity. 

10 

COLLECT ~ Page 212   

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a   

  foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and  

  blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that,  

  on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

  marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus  

  Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy  

  Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION ~ Page 212   

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

People: Amen.              (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

♪ CLOSING HYMN                Prepare the Royal Highway                      LSB 343 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory foretold in sacred story: 
 

Refrain: Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills God’s Word! 
 

God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!   Refrain 
 

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before Him! All nations, now adore Him!   Refrain 
 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding:   Refrain 

 

POSTLUDE   Prepare the Royal Highway (Burkhardt) 


