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The Order of Matins  Page 219 

 

Welcome to those visiting us this Lord’s Day.  It is our joy to have you worshipping with 

us.  We invite you to come again and worship the Lord. 

 

AS WE GATHER ~ We tend to look for things to make faith easier. Signs, wonders, or 

just little hints here and there would help. But the disciples had all these things and heard 

Jesus promise His resurrection, and still they gathered behind the locked doors of their 

fears. What we do have is Christ, His Word that bestows and sustains our faith, and His 

Holy Sacrament wherein He feeds us with His body and blood. Though we have not seen 

with our eyes, we see with faith and join with doubting Thomas to confess, “My Lord and 

my God!” 

 

PRELUDE   Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain (Held) 

 

WELCOME AND RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

♪ OPENING HYMN            Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain           LSB 487 
 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought His Israel into joy from sadness, 

Loosed from Pharoah’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters, 

Led them with un-moistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 
 

’Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst His prison 

And from three days’ sleep in death as a sun has risen; 

All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 

From His light, to whom is giv’n laud and praise undying. 
 

Now the queen of seasons, bright with the day of splendor, 

With the royal feast of feasts comes its joy to render; 

Comes to gladden faithful hearts which with true affection 

Welcome in un-wearied strain Jesus’ resurrection! 
 

For today among His own Christ appeared, bestowing 

His deep peace, which evermore passes human knowing. 

Neither could the gates of death nor the tomb’s dark portal 

Nor the watchers nor the seal hold Him as a mortal. 
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Alleluia! Now we cry to our King immortal, 

Who, triumphant, burst the bars of the tomb’s dark portal. 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought His Israel into joy from sadness! 
 

♪ OPENING VERSICLES  

Liturgist: O Lord, open my lips; 

People: and my mouth will declare Your praise.          (Psalm 51:15) 
 

Liturgist: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

People: make haste to help me, O Lord.            (Psalm 70:1) 
 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

  Praise to You, O Christ, Alleluia. 
 

♪ ANTIPHON  

Liturgist: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

People: O come, let us worship Him. 
 

♪ VENITE ~ O Come, Let Us Sing  

People: O come, let us sing to the Lord,  

  Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 

  Let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 
 

  For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 

  The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 

  The strength of the hills is His also. 
 

  The sea is His, for He made it, and His hand formed the dry land. 

  O come, let us worship and bow down,  

  Let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 
 

  For he is our God, and we are the people of His pasture  

  And the sheep of His hand.             (Psalm 95:1-7) 
 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

♪ ANTIPHON       

Liturgist: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

People: O come, let us worship Him. 
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PSALM 148    
Liturgist: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the  

  heights! 

People: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
 

Liturgist: Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 

People: Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
 

Liturgist: Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded and they were  

  created. 

People: And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it  

  shall not pass away. 
 

Liturgist: Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

People: fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
 

Liturgist: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

People: Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 
 

Liturgist: Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

People: Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
 

Liturgist: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his  

  majesty is above earth and heaven. 

People: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the  

  people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the Lord! 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING           Acts 4:32-35 (ESV)  
32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that 

any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 

common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a 

needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and 

brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 
 

Liturgist: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE READING        1 John 1:1-2:2 (ESV)  
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of 

life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to 

you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that 

which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 

Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we 

walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is 

in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 

us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 

word is not in us. 

 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is 

the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

Liturgist: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING        John 20:19-31 (ESV)  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 

where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it 

is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be  
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with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put 

out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Liturgist: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

♪  RESPONSORY                                                 (Psalm 96:2; 29:1-2; 1 Corinthians 15:20) 

Liturgist: Sing to the Lord and bless His name,  

Proclaim His salvation from day to day. 

People: Give to the Lord all glory and strength, 

  Give Him the honor due His name. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Liturgist: Now is Christ risen from the dead  

  And become the firstfruits of them that sleep. 

People: Give to the Lord all glory and strength, 

  Give Him the honor due His name. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Liturgist: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

People: Give to the Lord all glory and strength, 

  Give Him the honor due His name. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

♪HYMN OF THE DAY    O Sons and Daughters of the King            LSB 470 
 

O sons and daughters of the King, whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 

Today the grave has lost its sting! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

That Easter morn, at break of day, the faithful women went their way 

To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

An angel clad in white they see, who sits and speaks unto the three, 

“Your Lord will go to Galilee.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

That night the apostles met in fear; among them came their master dear 

And said, “My peace be with you here.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

When Thomas first the tidings heard that they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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“My pierced side, O Thomas, see, and look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

No longer Thomas then denied; He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

How blest are they who have not seen and yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

On this most holy day of days be laud and jubilee and praise: 

To God your hearts and voices raise. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

SERMON    The Resurrection Has Happened, Now What?   

 

♪HYMN OF PRAISE    Awake, My Heart, with Gladness              LSB 467 
 

Awake, my heart, with gladness, see what today is done; 

Now, after gloom and sadness, comes forth the glorious sun. 

My Savior there was laid where our bed must be made 

When to the realms of light our spirit wings its flight. 
 

The foe in triumph shouted when Christ lay in the tomb; 

But lo, he now is routed, His boast is turned to gloom. 

For Christ again is free; in glorious victory 

He who is strong to save has triumphed o’er the grave. 
 

This is a sight that gladdens – what peace it doth impart! 

Now nothing ever saddens the joy within my heart. 

No gloom shall ever shake, no foe shall ever take 

The hope which God’s own Son in love for me has won. 
 

Now hell, its prince, the devil, of all their pow’r are shorn; 

Now I am safe from evil, and sin I laugh to scorn. 

Grim death with all its might cannot my soul af-fright; 

It is a pow’r-less form, how-e’er it rave and storm. 
 

The world against me rages, its fury I disdain; 

Though bitter war it wages, its work is all in vain. 

My heart from care is free, no trouble troubles me. 

Misfortune now is play, and night is bright as day. 
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Now I will cling forever to Christ, my Savior true; 

My Lord will leave me never, whate’er He passes through. 

He rends death’s iron chain; He breaks through sin and pain; 

He shatters hell’s grim thrall; I follow Him through all. 
 

He brings me to the portal that leads to bliss untold, 

Whereon this rhyme immortal is found in script of gold: 

“Who there My cross has shared finds here a crown prepared; 

Who there with Me has died shall here be glorified.” 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

 
♪KYRIE   

People: Lord, have mercy;  

  Christ, have mercy;  

  Lord have mercy.             (Mark 10:47) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen.        (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 
COLLECTS  

Pastor:  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

People: And let my cry come to You.              (Psalm 102:1) 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY   

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 

may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 

and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR GRACE  

Pastor:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have  

   safely brought us to the beginning of this day.  Defend us in the same with 

   Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run  

   into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your  

   governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your  

   Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  

   God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

♪ BENEDICAMUS   

Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

♪ BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the   

   communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 

 

♪CLOSING HYMN              Christ the Lord is Risen Today                    LSB 469 
 

“Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” Saints on earth and angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won; 

Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is o’er; Lo! He sets in blood no more. 
 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 

Death in vain forbids His rise; Christ has opened paradise. 
 

Lives again our glorious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting? 

Once He died our souls to save; where thy victory, O grave? 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led; foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 

Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 

 

POSTLUDE  Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands (Bach) 


