
Let my heart sing out for Christ, the One and only, 

So powerful and holy, rescued me. 

Death won't hurt me now because He has redeemed me. 

No grave will ever keep me from my King. 
 

I'm alive, alive, alive, hallelujah alive! 

Praise and glory to the Lamb. 

Alive, alive, alive, hallelujah, alive forever, amen! 
 

Worthy is the Lamb, worthy of our praise. 

Worthy is the One who has overcome the grave. 

Let the people dance, let the people sing, 

Worthy is the mighty King! 
 

He's alive, alive, alive, hallelujah alive! 

Praise and glory to the Lamb.  

Alive, alive, alive, hallelujah, alive forever, amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please remember to place your offering for the work of the Lord at Emanuel 

in the offering plate as you leave. 
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†  The Second Sunday of Easter  † 
 

The Gathering ~ April 11, 2021 
 

AS WE GATHER ~ We tend to look for things to make faith easier. Signs, wonders, or 

just little hints here and there would help. But the disciples had all these things and heard 

Jesus promise His resurrection, and still they gathered behind the locked doors of their 

fears. What we do have is Christ, His Word that bestows and sustains our faith, and His 

Holy Sacrament wherein He feeds us with His body and blood. Though we have not 

seen with our eyes, we see with faith and join with doubting Thomas to confess, “My 

Lord and my God!” 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAISE  Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 
 

Lord, I lift Your name on high, Lord, I love to sing Your praises. 

I’m so glad You’re in my life, I’m so glad You came to save us. 

You came from Heaven to earth to show the way. 

From the earth to the cross my debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky, 

Lord, I lift Your name on high.         
 

Lord, we come before your throne, bowed in humble adoration. 

We’re so glad to be your own, so we sing in exaltation. 

You came from Heaven to earth to show the way. 

From the earth to the cross my debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky, 

Lord, I lift Your name on high.         
 

You came from Heaven to earth to show the way.  

From the earth to the cross my debt to pay. 

From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky, 

Lord, I lift Your name on high.      
 

WELCOME/SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OPENING SONG  Grace That Is Greater Than All Our Sin  
 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, 

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 

Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured, 

There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled. 
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Refrain: Grace, grace, God's grace, 

Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

Grace, grace, God's grace, 

Grace that is greater than all our sin. 
 

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, 

Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 

Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, 

Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. Refrain 
 

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide. 

What can avail to wash it away? 

Look! There is flowing a crimson tide, 

Brighter than snow you may be today. Refrain 
 

Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, 

Freely bestowed on all who believe! 

You that are longing to see His face, 

Will you this moment His grace receive? Refrain 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION                   (1 John 1:6–10) 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Pastor:  If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, 

People: we lie and do not practice the truth. 
 

Pastor:  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

  one another, 

People: and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

  and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Pastor:  If we say we have not sinned, 

People: we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
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Pastor:  Almighty and everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve 

  eternal condemnation. In Your mercy, You sent Your dear Son,  our 

  Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness of sins and everlasting 

  salvation. Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be raised 

  up by Your life-giving absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we be 

  ever watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus 

  Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have  not 

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

  renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

  in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

  name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion 

  in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 

 

PSALM 148 

Pastor:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the 

  heights! 

People: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
 

Pastor:  Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 

People: Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 
 

Pastor:  Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded and they were 

  created. 
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People: And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it 

  shall not pass away. 
 

Pastor:  Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

People: fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 
 

Pastor:  Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

People: Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 
 

Pastor:  Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

People: Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 
 

Pastor:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his 

  majesty is above earth and heaven. 

People: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the 

  people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the Lord! 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE   Let Everything That Has Breath 
 

Chorus: Let everything that, everything that,  

Everything that has breath praise the Lord. 

Let everything that, everything that,  

Everything that has breath praise the Lord. 
 

Praise You in the mornin’, praise You in the evenin’ 

Praise You when I’m young and when I’m old. 

Praise You when I’m laughin’ praise You when I’m grievin’ 

Praise You ev’ry season of the soul. 
 

Bridge: If we could see how much You’re worth,  

Your pow’r, Your might, Your endless love, 

Then surely we would never cease to praise.  Repeat bridge 
 

Praise You in the heavens, joining with the angels, 

Praising You forever and a day. 

Praise You on the earth now, joining with creation,  

Calling all the nations to Your praise.  Bridge then repeat chorus 
 

SALUTATION 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 

may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 

and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING         Acts 4:32-35 (ESV) 
32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that 

any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 
33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person 

among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the 

proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each 

as any had need. 

 

EPISTLE READING                1 John 1:1-2:2 (ESV) 
 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 

us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may 

have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we 

walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he 

is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 

and his word is not in us. 

 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But 

if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He 

is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 

world. 
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ANCIENT WORDS 

Ancient words ever true changing me, and changing you. 

We have come with open hearts oh, let the ancient words impart. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                 John 20:19-31 (ESV) 
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it 

is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put 

out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

ANCIENT WORDS 

Ancient words ever true changing me, and changing you. 

We have come with open hearts oh, let the ancient words impart. 

 

SONG OF THE DAY  Because He Lives 
 

God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus; 

He came to love, heal and forgive; 

He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives!  
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Chorus: Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, 

Because He lives, all fear is gone; 

Because I know He holds the future, 

And life is worth the living, 

Just because He lives! 
 

How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 

And feel the pride and joy he gives; 

But greater still the calm assurance: 

This child can face uncertain days because He Lives!  Chorus 
 

And then one day, I'll cross the river, 

I'll fight life's final war with pain; 

And then, as death gives way to vict'ry, 

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives!   Chorus 

 

MESSAGE   Jesus Is Our Peace 
 

I. God is at peace with us because of Jesus’ ______________. 
 

A. Without Calvary, we would die in our _________. 
 

B. The resurrection declares, “All is _________________.” 
 

C. Though the risen Christ, the Father declares, “________________.” 
 

II. Through absolution, Jesus offers to all sinners the gift of __________. 
 

A. By His wounds we receive forgiveness and __________. 
 

B. We bring the Good News of peace to ________. 
 

C. God authorizes His Church to offer His ________________. 
 

III. By grace through faith in the Gospel, we have __________. 
 

A. A word of forgiveness bring about God’s __________. 
 

B. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have _____________.” 
 

C. “By believing you may have life in His _________.” 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH - THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  From 

thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 
CLOSING SONG  Alive Forever Amen 
 

Let the children sing a song of liberation. 

The God of our salvation set us free. 

Death, where is thy sting? The curse of sin is broken. 

The empty tomb stands open, come and see. 
 

He's alive, alive, alive, hallelujah alive! 

Praise and glory to the Lamb.  

Alive, alive, alive, hallelujah, alive forever, amen! 

 


