
BENEDICTION 
Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING SONG  Let the River Flow 
 

Let the poor man say, "I am rich in Him,"  

Let the lost man say, "I am found in Him," and let the river flow; 

Let the blind man say, “I can see again,”  

Let the dead man say, "I am born again,"  

And let the river flow, let the river flow.    
 

Chorus: Let the river flow, let the river flow; 

Holy Spirit, come, move in power. 

Let the river flow, let the river flow; 

Holy Spirit, come move in power. 

Let the river flow, let the river flow,  

Let the river flow. 
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†   The Third Sunday in Lent   † 
The Gathering – March 15, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER ~ God’s mercy and grace are revealed to those who deserve 

anything but. The Israelites who wandered the wilderness complained of no water. They 

didn’t deserve anything because of their sinfulness, yet God responds in mercy and 

grace, providing water from a rock. A marginalized Samaritan woman didn’t receive 

compassion from her community and didn’t deserve it from our Savior Jesus Christ, yet 

she was given and shown mercy and grace and came to believe He is the Savior of the 

world. We, too, have gone astray and deserve much less than mercy and grace from 

God Himself. Yet, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAISE    We Bow Down 
 

You are Lord of creation and Lord of my life, Lord of the land and the sea. 

You were Lord of the heavens before there was time,  

And Lord of all lords You will be. 
 

We bow down and we worship you, Lord.  

We bow down and we worship You, Lord. 

We bow down and we worship You, Lord, 

Lord of all lords You will be! 
 

You are King of creation and King of my life, King of the land and the sea. 

You were King of heaven before there was time,  

And King of all kings you will be. 
 

We bow down and we crown You the King.   

We bow down and we crown You the King. 

We bow down and we crown You the King, 

King of all kings You will be! 

 

WELCOME/SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

OPENING SONG   Spirit Song 
 

O let the Son of God enfold you with His Spirit and His love, 

Let Him fill your life and satisfy your soul. 

O let Him have the things that hold you, and His Spirit, like a dove,  

Will descend upon your life and make you whole. 
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Chorus: Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill Your lambs. 
 

O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy, 

Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. 

O give Him all your tears and sadness, give Him all your years of pain, 

And you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name.  Chorus 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION         (Psalm 95; Romans 5:1, 8) 

Pastor: In His hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are 

His also. The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry 

land. 

People: Almighty Lord, our Creator, we confess to You we forget Your 

power and might, fail to trust in Your ever-providing hands, and are 

found lacking in our managing of this world You formed. 
 

Pastor: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our 

Maker! For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the 

sheep of His hand. 

People: Almighty Lord, our Maker and Shepherd, we confess we like sheep 

have gone astray, listening to other voices of this world. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart and have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. 
 

Pastor: Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, when your fathers put Me to 

the test and put Me to the proof, though they had seen My work. For 

forty years I loathed that generation and said, “They are a people who go 

astray in their heart, and they have not known My ways.” Therefore I 

swore in My wrath, “They shall not enter My rest.” 

People: Almighty Lord, like those You sent wandering in the wilderness, we 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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Pastor: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Almighty God, in His mercy, has given 

His Son to die for you, and for His sake forgives you all your sins. In this 

Lenten season as we journey closer to His cross, God shows His love for 

us in that while we were still sinners, 

People: Christ died for us. 
 

Pastor: As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to 

the rock of our salvation! Let us come into His presence with 

thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 

 

PSALM 84:1-4 

Pastor:  How lovely is your dwelling place, 

People: O Lord of hosts! 
 

Pastor:  My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; 

People: my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
 

Pastor: Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where 

she may lay her young, 

People: at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 
 

Pastor:  Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 

People: ever singing your praise! 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE   The River Is Here 
 

Down the mountain the river flows and it brings refreshing wherever it goes. 

Through the valleys and over the fields, the river is rushing and the river is here. 
 

Chorus: The river of God sets our feet to dancing,  

  The river of God fills our hearts with cheer;  

The river of God fills our mouths with laughter  

And we rejoice for the river is here. 
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The river of God is teeming with life, and all who touch it can be revived. 

And all who linger on this river’s shore 

Will come back thirsting for more of the Lord. Chorus 
 

Up to the mountain we love to go to find the presence of the Lord. 

Along the banks of the river we run,  

We dance with laughter, giving praise to the Son.      Chorus 

 

SALUTATION 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.               (Ruth 2:4) 

People: And also with you.               (Luke 1:28) 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 

have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent 

hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 

of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING             Exodus 17:1–7 (ESV) 
 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of 

Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, 

but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with 

Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, 

and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of 

Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to 

the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And 

the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders 

of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 

go. 6Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the 

rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in 

the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and 

Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested 

the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
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EPISTLE READING               Romans 5:1–8 (ESV) 

 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 

this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than 

that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us 

to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

who has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 

would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

THY WORD 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.   Repeat 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                   John 4:5–26 (ESV) 

 5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 

journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

 7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 

drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan 

woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of 

Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you 

knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 

have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, 

“Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 

living water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank 

from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 

drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will 

give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him 

a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 

water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman 

answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have 

no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 

husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that  
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you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 

worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 

people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 

called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who 

speak to you am he.” 

 

THY WORD 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.    Repeat 

You’re the Light unto my path. 

 

SONG OF THE DAY Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Come, Thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 

I'll praise the mount, I'm fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love. 
 

I was lost in utter darkness, 'til You came and rescued me 

I was bound by all my sin, when Your love came and set me free. 

Now my soul can sing a new song, now my heart has found a home. 

Now Your grace is always with me, and I'll never be alone. 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by Thy help I come; 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at Home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, interposed His precious blood. 
 

To grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let Thy goodness, like a fetter bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above. 
 

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above. 
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MESSAGE   Peace for the Restless 
 

What makes us restless? 

 
Our __________________ 

 
Our _________________ 

 
Our __________________ 

 
Jesus gives us Peace. How does He do it? 

 
We are __________________ 

 
We have ______________  _______________  ________________ 

 
We Rejoice… because ______________  ________________  _____________  

 

STATEMENT OF FAITH - THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 

under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day he rose  

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of the Father.  And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, who spoke by the Prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

OFFERING AND FELLOWSHIP DIRECTORY (We ask guests to please include 

your address, zip code and phone number so that we may acknowledge your visit.) 
 

OFFERING SONG   Waterlife 

Before I can remember, the covenant was sealed  

With Father, Son, and Spirit, in water revealed.  

The cleansing was for certain, with water and the Word; 

Gentle words spoken, in heaven they were heard. 
 

Chorus: They were singing waterlife, beginning life, 

Waterlife, all my life, 

Waterlife, Spirit life, waterlife. 

Waterlife, waterlife.  
 

A simple sweet beginning, a loving place to start:  

Christ began the singing that swells within my heart.  

His love became my calling; His life my ministry. 

His name is my adoption into His family.       Chorus 
 

My hope and expectation for true community  

Begins with resurrection, His death and life in me. 

His Spirit fills the body; His church through water sees 

Promise for tomorrow, His waterlife in me.       Chorus 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 

His very body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins, and to strengthen 

our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust 

His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 

and loves us, that they may show forth His death until he comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their 

great harm, and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is 

confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 

confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 



9 

COMMUNION 

As we prepare for the presence of Christ in this sacrament, we rise. 
 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  So we come to You to commune with You in this sacrament, and join 

  the angels and all those in heaven singing… 
 

HOSANNA 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might; 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.    Repeat 

Hosanna, hosanna, in the highest.               Repeat 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom  come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread; 

  and, when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples 

  saying, “Take, eat; this is my † body, which is given for you; do this in 

  remembrance of Me.  
 

In the same way He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you; this is my † 
blood of the new Testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PEACE  

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

10 

LAMB OF GOD 

O, Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God. 

O, wash me in His precious blood, my Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. 
 

O, Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, I love the holy Lamb of God. 

O, wash me in Your precious blood, ‘til I am just a lamb of God. 

 
COMMUNION SONGS  There Is a Redeemer 

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son, 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 
 

Refrain: Thank You, O my Father, for giving us Your Son; 

  And leaving Your Spirit ’til the work on earth is done. 
 

Jesus, my Redeemer, Name above all names, 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain.  Refrain 
 

When I stand in glory I will see His face 

And there I’ll serve my King forever, in that holy place.  Refrain 

 
Jesus, Lover of My Soul 

Jesus, lover of my soul,  

Jesus, I will never let You go; 

You’ve taken me from the miry clay, 

You’ve set my feet upon the rock and now I know. 
 

Chorus: I love You, I need You, 

  Though my world will fall,  

  I’ll never let You go; 

  My Savior, my closest Friend, 

  I will worship You until the very end.      Repeat 

 
BLESSING 
Pastor:  And now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

  Christ strengthen and preserve you in the one true faith to life  

  everlasting.  Peace be with you. 

People: Amen. 

 


