
COLLECT FOR GRACE – page 228   

Pastor:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have  

   safely brought us to the beginning of this day.  Defend us in the same with 

   Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run  

   into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your  

   governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your  

   Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one  

   God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

♪ BENEDICAMUS   

Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

♪ BENEDICTION   

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the   

   communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 
 

♪CLOSING HYMN             Almighty Father, Bless the Word                 LSB 923 
 

Almighty Father, bless the Word which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 
 

We praise You for the means of grace as homeward now our steps we trace. 

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here may all at last in heav’n appear. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

POSTLUDE   Almighty Father, Bless the Word (Lasky) 
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The Order of Matins ~ Page 219 

 

Welcome to those visiting us this Lord’s Day.  It is our joy to have you worshipping with 

us.  We invite you to come again and worship the Lord. 

 

AS WE GATHER ~ Though much is made of the smallness of the mustard seed, the 

focus of Jesus is on outcome—the plant that becomes large enough to give nest and shade 

to all the birds of the air. The kingdom of God seems small and even irrelevant in the face 

of large problems, challenges, and problems of this mortal life, and yet it is the kingdom 

of God that is great. God gives to us the forgiveness that makes a clear conscience, the 

life that is stronger than death, and the joy that is greater than every joy this world can 

deliver. In this way, the small seed makes for a great plant, large enough for us to find 

refuge and a home in its shade. How the kingdom of God grows may seem part of the 

mystery, but we know that it is a seed planted in the good soil and fed and nourished by 

God’s grace to the day when the harvest delivers us into His presence forevermore. 

 

PRELUDE       O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth (Wold) 

 

WELCOME AND RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

♪ OPENING HYMN        Preach You the Word                          LSB 586 
 

Preach you the Word and plant it home to men who like or like it not, 

The Word that shall endure and stand when flow’rs and men shall be forgot. 
 

We know how hard, O Lord, the task Your servant bade us undertake: 

To preach Your Word and never ask what prideful profit it may make. 
 

The sower sows; his reckless love scatters abroad the goodly seed, 

Intent alone that all may have the wholesome loaves that all men need. 
 

Though some be snatched and some be scorched and some be choked and matted flat, 

The sower sows; his heart cries out, “Oh, what of that, and what of that?” 
 

Of all his scattered plenteousness one-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 
 

Preach you the Word and plant it home and never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow will watch and tend His planted Word. 
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♪ OPENING VERSICLES – page 219   

Liturgist: O Lord, open my lips; 

People: and my mouth will declare Your praise.          (Psalm 51:15) 
 

Liturgist: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

People: make haste to help me, O Lord.            (Psalm 70:1) 
 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

  Praise to You, O Christ, Alleluia. 

 
♪ ANTIPHON – page 220   

Liturgist: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

People: O come, let us worship Him. 

 
♪ VENITE ~ O Come, Let Us Sing – page 220   

People: O come, let us sing to the Lord,  

  Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

  Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 

  Let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 
 

  For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 

  The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 

  The strength of the hills is His also. 
 

  The sea is His, for He made it, and His hand formed the dry land. 

  O come, let us worship and bow down,  

  Let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 
 

  For he is our God, and we are the people of His pasture  

  And the sheep of His hand.             (Psalm 95:1-7) 
 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
♪ ANTIPHON – page 221       

Liturgist: Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

People: O come, let us worship Him. 
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PSALM 1    
Liturgist: Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands  

  in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

People: but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates  

  day and night. 
 

Liturgist: He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its  

  season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 

People: The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 

Liturgist: Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the  

  congregation of the righteous; 

People: for the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the  

  wicked will perish. 
 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING              Ezekiel 17:22-24 (ESV) 

 22Thus says the Lord God: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the 

cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, 

and I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel 

will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And 

under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will 

nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord; I bring low the high 

tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I 

am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 
 

Liturgist: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING        2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (ESV)  
1We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building 

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For in this tent we 

groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be 

found naked. 4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we 

would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 

swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given 

us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

 6So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the 

body we are away from the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we are of  
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good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  
9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 

what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 

Liturgist: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

♪ EPISTLE RESPONSE            We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight              LSB 720 
 

We walk by faith and not by sight, no gracious words we hear 

From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke, but we believe Him near. 
 

We may not touch His hands and side, nor follow where He trod; 

But in His promise we rejoice and cry, “My Lord and God!” 
 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; and may our faith abound 

To call on You when You are near and seek where You are found. 
 

For You, O resurrected Lord, are found in means divine: 

Beneath the water and the Word, beneath the bread and wine. 
 

Lord, when our life of faith is done, in realms of clearer light 

We may behold You as You are, with full and endless sight. 
 

GOSPEL READING         Mark 4:26-34 (ESV)  
 26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the 

ground. 27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows 

not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in 

the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

 30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

shall we use for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, 

is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 

larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air 

can make nests in its shade.” 

 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 

it. 34He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he 

explained everything. 
 

Liturgist: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



5 

♪ RESPONSORY – page 221   

Liturgist: Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

People: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house  

  and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

Liturgist: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

People: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house  

  and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

Liturgist: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

People: Lord, I love the habitation of Your house  

  and the place where Your glory dwells.            (Psalm 119:89, 26:8; Luke 11:28) 

 

♪HYMN OF THE DAY             O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth           LSB 834 
 

O God, O Lord of heav’n and earth, Thy living finger never wrote 

That life should be an aimless mote, a deathward drift from futile birth. 

Thy Word meant life triumphant hurled in splendor through Thy broken world. 

Since light awoke and life began, Thou hast desired Thy life for man. 
 

Our fatal will to equal Thee, our rebel will wrought death and night.  

We seized and used in prideful spite Thy wondrous gift of liberty. 

We housed us in this house of doom, where death had royal scope and room, 

Until Thy servant, Prince of Peace, breached all its walls for our release. 
 

Thou camest to our hall of death, O Christ, to breathe our poisoned air, 

To drink to us the dark despair that strangled our reluctant breath. 

How beautiful the feet that trod the road that leads us back to God! 

How beautiful the feet that ran to bring the great good news to man! 
 

 O Spirit, who didst once restore Thy Church that it might be again 

The bringer of good news to men, breathe on Thy cloven Church once more, 

That in these gray and latter days there may be those whose life is praise, 

Each life a high doxology to Father, Son, and unto Thee. 
 

SERMON      What is God Doing? 
 

♪HYMN OF PRAISE    Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices           LSB 811 
 

Oh, that I had a thousand voices to praise my God with thousand tongues! 

My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, would then proclaim in grateful songs 

To all, wherever I might be, what great things God has done for me. 

6 

O all you pow’rs that He implanted, arise, keep silence now no more; 

Put forth the strength that God has granted! Your noblest work is to adore. 

O soul and body, join to raise with heartfelt joy our Maker’s praise. 
 

You forest leaves so green and tender that dance for joy in summer air, 

You meadow grasses, bright and slender, you flow’rs so fragrant and so fair, 

You live to show God’s praise alone. Join me to make His glory known. 
 

All creatures that have breath and motion, that throng the earth, the sea, the sky, 

Come, share with me my heart’s devotion, help me to sing God’s praises high. 

My utmost pow’rs can never quite declare the wonders of His might. 
 

Creator, humbly I implore You to listen to my earthly song 

Until that day when I adore You, together with the angel throng 

And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing eternal anthems to my King. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

♪KYRIE – page 227   

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord have mercy.      (Mark 10:47) 
 

LORD’S PRAYER – page 227   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever.  Amen.        (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

COLLECTS – page 227   

Pastor:  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

People: And let my cry come to You.              (Psalm 102:1) 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY   

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

   Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for  

   our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and  

   inwardly digest them that we embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope  

   of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives  

   and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 


